
 

 

Minutes 

CBRA Board Meeting 

9 January, 2013 

Location Goward House 

 

1. In-camera Vote 
To develop Codes of Conduct for CBRA committee members similar to that required of Board 

directors; to distinguish between Standing and Ad-hoc committees; for committee membership 

to be subject to approval by the Board and to re-appointment after a defined term; for written 

minutes and resolutions to be kept of committee meetings if their input is to be considered by 

the Board.  

 

2. Visitor Presentations  
Brenda McBain and Deane Strongitharm of CitySpaces Ltd., appointed by Saanich to 

oversee the rezoning of Haro Woods to Natural Park, with a small part assigned to a proposed 

underground attenuation tank. They presented a four page document showing a series of maps 

and plans that clarify the proposed changes. The current land ownership of the woods is split 

between the CRD (northwestern half), Saanich and UVic. Under the proposal, Saanich will 

buy out CRD's half and split its current parcel – approx. one third of the area – into two, with 

the northwestern part transferred to CRD, to accommodate the proposed attenuation tank. The 

other part, together with CRD's original parcel, will be designated Natural Park. Within the 

CRD's new parcel, the half closer to Arbutus Rd. will accommodate a new underground 

attenuation tank measuring 5000 cubic metres, with the possibility of a second, 7000 cub. 

metre tank being built behind it many years in future.  

 

City Spaces is assisting both Saanich and CRD in the rezoning application. The current two 

properties make up approximately 18 acres, Saanich owns approximately 7 acres, and the CRD 

owns approximately 11 acres.  These would be further subdivided to turn them into three 

properties to allow for conveyance of Natural Park and a much smaller piece (approx. 1.5 

acres) for an underground flow attenuation tank that will store excess wastewater during storm 

events that currently can cause inflow and infiltration from the sanitary sewer system. This will 

eliminate overflows on the East Coast Interceptor Sewer, between the attenuation tank and 

Clover Point during a 1 in 5 year storm event, as required by the Ministry of the Environment. 

The tank will store the wastewater during the storm and then empty into the sewerage system 

once the storm subsides. It will be set back 25m. from the road, with minimal vehicle access 

and parking (gated at the road) for maintenance work.  There will be no pumps involved, the 

system runs by gravity.  Occasional truck will come by but no regular traffic.  The tanks are a 

part of the wastewater management plan. 

 

After this current portion of the process is complete, Saanich Parks will go through a process   

regarding the management plan for park with the community.  Tentative schedule is for public 

meetings in January, and go to the community in March, two public meetings in February (one 

in evening and one on Saturday) in an open house style. It is hoped that the process will be 

finished by May, begin construction in summer and construction will probably take about one 

year. 

  



 

 

Questions from the Board and from guests Deborah Dickson (Chair CBRA Friends of Haro 

Woods) and resident Katrina Madsen and answers lasted about 15 minutes. Assurances were 

sought: 

• That tree-felling be kept to the minimum required by WCB for the protection of the workers 

during excavation and construction. 

• That the cleared area not be planted with grass, as this is not part of the natural ecosystem 

and involves frequent disturbance in the form of maintenance with machinery.  While it is 

clear that the CRD does not want to plant trees on top of the tank, native shrubs such as 

Oregon grape, salal, etc. would be an appropriate choice, with the added benefit of being 

low-maintenance. 

• That the area not be fenced, to allow for continued unhindered access across the site by 

people and wildlife. 

That odour-control mechanisms be put in place from the outset to prevent unpleasant odours 

escaping into the surroundings, similar to those used at the Marigold facility.  

• That construction work on the site be carefully timed so as not to coincide with the 

improvements to McKenzie/Finnerty roundabout and Sinclair, to avoid a surfeit of dump 

trucks clogging up the Finnerty and McKenzie routes during that time.   

 

3. Approval of December Minutes  

Director Wray asked to add that the amount to Emergency Preparedness was up to $250.  

Director Goode motioned to approve minutes contingent on that modification.  Director Lynn 

seconded.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

4. Chair’s Report 
a. Gyro Park: 

i. Waiting for Saanich to advise on Open Houses 

ii. Board must establish position in relation to Draft Plan and Parks    

 Committee position. 

b. Haro Woods: 

i. Saanich looking into options regarding illicit bike jumps 

ii. Brenda McBain of CitySpaces Consulting Ltd. gives presentation regarding 

 sewage tanks 

c. February CBRA event: 

 Contacted several local event organizer companies. Responses rec’d so far suggest that we 

 need to firm up a brief before approaching them. Directors Ferguson and Thom volunteered 

 to help with this.  Director Raponi reported that she contacted Scout Hall and they said they 

 were fully booked up which leaves Goward House or churches as venues.  Event organizers 

 will continue to work on this project. 

d. Website: 

i. Times Colonist RSS is offline since Dec 12th since redesign of their website. No 

 response from them as to when it will come back online. Meanwhile, that section 

 is disabled.  

ii. Lemon Grass restaurant given free month’s advertising to compensate for mistake 

 in their tel. no. published in the newsletter (arranged through Terry Morrison). The 

 ad is useful for our purposes, though, as it serves as illustration for other 

 prospective advertisers. 

iii. No response as yet from Village businesses to suggestions of collaboration / 

 advertising.  

iv. e-letter: currently 20 subscribers (incl. board). New signups at around 1-2 a week. 



 

 

v. Site statistics for Dec 2012:  

a. 588 page loads 

b. 358 unique visits 

c. 285 first-time visits,  

d. 73 return visits. 

e. Big falloff during Christmas season, which is to be expected. 

 

vi. Emergency Preparedness: We’re advised that the information on the website on 

 emergency preparedness is out of date.  Director Wray suggested that we have 

 someone come and talk to board about what we should be putting on the website. 

 Chair Stoppi said he would e-mail Bill Dancer to invite him to present a “state of 

 play” to the board. 

      

5. Treasurer’s Report 

Treasurer Wray reported that there has not been too much activity except for twenty-eight new 

memberships (four thru Paypal and the rest were mostly from the newsletter).  Director Goode 

reminded board members need to renew membership, Director Lynn will bring receipt book 

next meeting.  There were also $130 in donations this last month.  Treasurer Wray mentioned 

that there is still some income due from the newsletter which Director Morrison committed to 

collect.   

 

 Wray reported that compared to the past we are behind where we were at this time last year 

 and would need approximately 150 memberships to make up the gap between where we are 

 now and where we should be.  Situation may not be all that bad given that there has not been a 

 second newsletter and that the second portion of the grants have not been received.  Chair 

 Stoppi said we cannot afford to send out another newsletter that doesn’t at least pay for itself.   

 Secretary Goode stated that her position was that businesses should not see ads in our 

 newsletter as a business deal but as a contribution to the community that supports their 

 businesses.  Chair Stoppi suggested a possible lottery for membership or coupons from 

 businesses.  Secretary Goode reminded board that we might contact members through e-mail 

 that it is time to renew memberships.  Chair Stoppi said he would put it as a news item  and 

 send it out.   

 

 Director Raponi requested that we give a donation to the St. George Church for allowing us to 

 use their facility as we have done in the past and Goward House as well.  Chair Stoppi made a 

 motion to give $200 to St. George’s; seconded by Director Morrison, the motion passed 

 unanimously.  Director Lynn made motion to donate to Goward House.  Director Morrison 

 seconded.   CBRA will also advertise Goward House on its new website on an ongoing basis 

 since they are a part of the community 

 

6. Newsletter Report 

Director Morrison said he would prefer to put off discussion until next meeting. 

 

7. Parks Update 

 Director Morrison reported that Gyro Park open house meeting should be scheduled in the next 

 couple of weeks.  The Parks Committee is continuing to go through the points of agreement 

 and will pass that to the board when that is completed. Director Morrison said that we are still 



 

 

 waiting for Saanich to set up facilitated workshop.  The Parks Committee will be meeting in 

 the next couple of weeks to carry on its work.   

 

8. Knowledge Mobilization (UVic)     

 Secretary Goode reported that she has followed up with Caleb Horne.  Mr. Horne presented 

 UVic’s knowledge mobilization plan at the past SCAN meeting.  Secretary Goode said she 

 was meeting with Mr. Horne the following day and wanted to know if anyone else on the 

 board would be interested in meeting.  Director Piccinin said she would attend the meeting. 

 

9. SCAN Update       

 Director Ferguson reported SCAN was meeting that night and that there were three items on 

 the agenda were a) knowledge mobilization b) Saanich grants and c) identifying a date for the 

 Urban Forest workshop.   

 

10. Website and the new News e-bulletin.  

Director Lynn wanted to know if we should switch old site over to the new site at this time.  

Chair Stoppi suggested waiting for a little while longer.     

 

11. New Business 
CBRA resident raised issue of bike jumps and suggested that kids bike jump be set up 

somewhere other than Haro Woods where there is dirt to build jumps.  Director Stoppi said 

that Saanich had said they were going to be looking further into this whole issue but have not 

gotten to it as of yet.  The resident suggested Gyro Park.  Morrison and Raponi stated that the 

liability issue is probably the reason why no one wants to touch it.   

 

 The suggestion was made that the resident make suggestions on the website and see if there is 

 much interest in the subject.   

 

 Director Ferguson reported that there is a water main project taking place on Ten Mile Point 

 and that there will be a lot of construction for the next couple of weeks. 

 

 The meeting was called to a close at 9:13 p.m. 
 


