
Update on the Rezoning of UVic’s Queenswood Property as of November 16, 
2011 

UVic’s rezoning proposal for the Queenswood Property remains before Saanich, its outcome hanging in 
the balance.  Despite over 200 residents turning out to a public meeting on March 22 to voice their 
concerns, UVic submitted an unrevised application to rezone Queenswood on March 29.  While over 
70% of Queenswood is original coastal forest, UVic’s proposal offered no protection for any trees except 
for a narrow setback of 10 to 15 meters.   

The proposal UVic submitted on March 29 was substantially worse than its February 8 proposal, where 
UVic had indicated it would protect substantial parts of the forest.  As a consequence, on April 11, the 
Cadboro Bay Residents Association (CBRA) struck a Queenswood Committee with a mandate to prepare 
a full and substantive response to UVic’s proposed rezoning of Queenswood.  This committee is 
comprised of CBRA Board members and area residents, and works in conjunction with many local 
residents. Its meetings are advertised in advance on the CBRA website and are open to the public. 
Residents are encouraged to participate.   

A written survey conducted at CBRA's Annual General Meeting on May 11, on the various aspects of 
UVic’s application for the Queenswood property, provided compelling information about what residents 
were willing to support and not support. Amongst survey results, the community overwhelmingly voiced 
their wish to retain the existing urban forest, which covers over 70% of Queenswood. They also 
responded with absolutely no support for a rezoning application without UVic first submitting a plan for 
the use of the property. Despite this, 95% of those surveyed made it clear they would welcome UVic 
engaging in meaningful consultation with the community. 

Armed with the survey results, on May 31 CBRA submitted a 40 page response to UVic’s application to 
the Saanich Planning Department, with copies to Mayor, Council, and UVic administration.  A copy of 
this response can be found on the CBRA website at http://www.cadborobay.bc.ca/Queenswood.  The 
CBRA submission highlights the importance which residents place on protecting our urban forest.  CBRA 
asks that UVic come forward with proposed uses for the property which fully respect community values.   

CBRA President Elizabeth Borek and VP Barbara Raponi met with UVic representatives on July 8.  At that 
meeting, UVic's Vice-President of Finance and Operations, Gayle Gorrill, committed to further public 
consultation, and advised that in the short-term the existing buildings will be upgraded and used by the 
Centre for Aging.  However, UVic also indicated they would not be occupying any buildings until the 
rezoning process is complete. 

On August 25, the Saanich Planning Department sent a letter to UVic detailing the results of its review of 
their application.  A copy of the letter is available on the CBRA website.  

Highlights of the letter include: 

1. Tree protection was identified as a significant issue for any rezoning of this parcel, including 
designation of significant trees, protection of mature trees and rare plant communities, 
retention of Douglas fir/arbutus woodland in the northeast, retention of large diameter trees in 
the southwest, and retention of memorial trees planted in remembrance of past Sisters. 

2. Further clarity is required on the actual plans for the property, including the number of potential 
buildings and their locations, sizes, heights, and massing. 

http://www.cadborobay.bc.ca/


3. Where the application references proposed “future student housing”, further information is 
required on the type of students (undergraduate, graduate, family, etc.) and on the number of 
units. 

4. The development of a Statement of Significance of the heritage values for the property was 
requested. 

5. An archaeological study was requested, as was a spring vegetation and wildlife habitat study. 
6. Public walking trails would be required. 
7. The option of a Temporary Use Permit for the property was raised. 

Saanich’s response recognized many of the issues that CBRA had raised in our May report. It was 
encouraging to see Saanich affirm the need for a Development Plan and Uses as well as suggest a 
Temporary Use Permit. UVic has been instructed by Saanich Council to engage in meaningful 
consultation with the community. While this has not yet started, CBRA is still hopeful of working with 
UVic to develop Queenswood through uses fully compatible with the neighbourhood while respecting 
the environment and urban forest. 


