
CADBORO BAY RESIDENTS UNITED IN OPPOSITION TO UVIC’S APPLICATION TO 
REZONE QUEENSWOOD 

  
In response to residents’ concerns, on May 31, 2011, the Cadboro Bay Residents Association (CBRA) filed 
a formal response to the Municipality of Saanich stating the residents of Cadboro Bay do not support 
UVic’s rezoning application. UVic filed its application on March 29, 2011 after acquiring the 15.24 acre 
Queenswood property in 2010. 
 
In the 40 page long document, CBRA explains the reasons residents do not support the application. 
Contrary to common rezoning practice, UVic has not provided a development plan which makes it 
impossible for residents to assess the impact of rezoning on the quiet residential neighbourhood, prized 
by residents for its semi-rural character. Nor does the UVic application conform to key strategic 
municipal planning documents including the Official Community Plan, the Urban Forest Strategy, the 
Climate Action Plan and the Cadboro Bay Local Area Plan. The List of Deficiencies submitted in the CBRA 
response highlights the absence of hydrological, archeological and adequate traffic impact studies, as 
well as a comprehensive environmental impact assessment. The UVic application does not mention 
Queenswood’s significant heritage values including the building designed by renowned architect John Di 
Castri. 
 
A survey conducted at the CBRA Annual General Meeting revealed 5 major areas of concern: 
 

1. Public Consultation - 100% of residents responding do not support UVic’s rezoning application 
without first submitting a plan for its use. 96% of residents say UVic has not responded 
adequately to their concerns regarding the rezoning. 

2. Retention of Existing Urban Forest and Ecosystem - 96% of residents support retaining the 
existing urban forest in its present state. 

3. Permitted and Prohibited Uses - Survey results showed strong support for many of UVic’s 
proposed uses including classrooms and research offices. Support was also recognized for 
geriatric services in conjunction with university programs, a museum, an art gallery and a child 
care center. 

4. Density, Height and Setback - Should UVic build to only 50% lot coverage (the maximum 
permitted in the application is 75%), the potential total floor space would amount to 92,100 sq. 
meters, or 1.8 times the size of the Uptown Centre. Under current legislation this would require 
parking space the equivalent of 5 Royal Jubilee Hospital Parkades. Such development would 
destroy the urban forest and eco-system, and does not conform to the quiet, semi-rural 
character of the existing neighbourhood. 

5. Traffic - Traffic management and planning are major concerns for residents. The UVic 
application addresses less than 10% of the potential traffic resulting from the proposed 
rezoning. The development would impose a further burden on some streets with existing traffic 
difficulties. 

  
The full response is available on the CBRA website. 


